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People from throughout the North Lake Tahoe- 
Truckee region came together February 7th to 
help the Chamber honor employees, volunteers, 
businesses, organizations and individuals for out-
standing contributions in 2007.  The gala dinner 
and awards program was held this year at the  
Resort at Squaw Creek.   
 

ñItôs important that we take time each year to  
recognize and honor local people, organizations, 
public agencies and businesses for their               
contributions to the vitality, character, success 
and  sustainability of our community,ò said Steve 
Teshara, Chamber Executive Director.  ñItôs one of 
our favorite events of the year.ò   
 

Highlights of the evening included the                     
presentation of Service Awards for 25 employees 
and seven community volunteers.  Several special 
recognition awards were presented, followed by 
ten featured awards, including those in the           
categories of Organization Leadership, Business 
Arts Supporter, Positive Environmental Impact, 
Hospitality, Small Business of the Year, Large 
Business of the Year, Non-Profit of the Year,         
Distinguished Community Service, and Citizen of 
the Year. 
 

Citizen of the Year - Randy Hill  

Tahoe Vista resident Randy Hill was honored as 
Citizen of the Year for his volunteer work leading 
the campaign to pass Measure C, the Tahoe Forest 
Hospital Bond.   
 

ñIn pursuance of the goal (passage of Measure C), 
Randy Hill worked tirelessly,ò said presenter Steve 
Teshara.  ñHe led and encouraged the team of   
people and organizations involved.  He worked 
diligently to help define the issues, educate the 
community and respond to questions.  He demon-

strated exemplary leadership and commitment in 
community service.ò 
 

Distinguished Community Service -           
Jim Porter  

A partner in the well 
known Porter Simon 
law firm, Jim Porter 
was recognized for 35 
years of service in 
support of numerous 
non-profit organiza-
t ions,  inc lud ing        
Excellence in Educa-
tion, Tahoe Nordic 
Search and Rescue, 
Truckee Donner Land 
Trust Advisory Board, 
League to Save Lake Tahoe, Truckee Follies and 
the Nevada County Law Library.  As an auctioneer 
(sometimes alongside his law partner Jim Simon), 
Porter has helped raise money for many area non-
profit organizations.  Porter also served as the 
founding Chair of the Board of the Truckee-Tahoe 
Community Foundation.  He was instrumental in 
the efforts which lead to creation of the                  
foundation.  

 

Non -Profit of the Year -                            
Truckee -Tahoe Community Foundation  

In ten years of 
c o m m u n i t y 
service, the 
foundation has 
generated $20 
million in phil-
anthropic gifts 
f r o m  o v e r 
3,000 donors, 
made nearly 
$8.5 million in 
grants from  
Donor Advised 

Funds, approved more than $2.3 million in grants 
through a competitive process, helped nearly 150 
families, corporations and non -profit groups es-
tablish funds through and with the organization, 
and supported 368 non-profit groups and schools 
in the Truckee-North Lake Tahoe area, throughout 
the United States and around the world.               

See ñ Awards Dinner,ò page 3 
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On schedule for May Launch 
 

Tahoe Maritime Museum  

Nears Completion 
 

Celebrating the rich history of Lake Tahoe and appealing 

to a wide variety of audiences, the new Tahoe Maritime 

Museum, being constructed in Homewood, is on schedule 

to open in late May of this year. 

 

ñOur specific target date is May 24thò, confirmed Execu-

tive Director Bill Kraus.  Recently hired by the Museum 

Board of Directors, Kraus is busy coordinating plans for a 

series of grand opening events over the Memorial Day 

weekend. 

 

The Tahoe Maritime Museum will feature interactive exhibits, a 

community gathering space, and childrenôs activity areas.  Visi-

tors can experience the engaging history of the Tahoe region 

from a maritime perspective, gain deeper insights into the his-

torical uses of the Lake and enjoy the design of the two-story, 

5,800 square foot building 

featuring high ceilings and 

an open floor plan. 

 

According to Tom Bredt, 

President of the Board, 

financial support for the 

New Building Campaign 

has been tremendous, par-

ticularly over the past 12 

months.  A $500,000 chal-

lenge grant offered by the 

Spieker Family Foundation 

in May 2007, attracted 

matching funds from 137 

donor families.  The 

North Lake Tahoe Resort 

Association contributed 

$250,000 to fund exhibit 

installation and the Museum is the first ever organization in the 

Tahoe Basin to receive support from the California Cultural and 

Historical Endowment (CCHE).  This came in the form of a 

$266,000 grant.   

 

The Tahoe Maritime Museumôs mission is to stimulate interest 

in, increase knowledge of and preserve watercraft and marine 

artifacts significant in Lake Tahoeôs maritime history using the 

highest standards of historic preservation, innovative interpre-

tation and public education.  As stewards of Tahoe history, the 

Museum combines the best elements of heritage and history 

museums to enrich the intellectual and cultural life of the com-

munity.  Founded in 1987, the Tahoe Maritime Museum is a 501

(c)(3) non -profit organization.  Currently, the Museum has ap-

proximately 550 member families.   

   

ñThe support of our local community and people who care 

deeply about preserving and showcasing Tahoeôs unique history 

has been overwhelming,ò said Mel Petrosian, the Museumôs 

Director of Development and Membership.  Petrosian said there 

are still many ways to get involved.  Specifically, one can join 

the Museum as a member and take advantage of membership 

benefits, including a summer boat ride on Miss Tahoe, a classic 

1939 Gar Wood.  Individuals, businesses and organizations can 

contribute to the new building or help underwrite opening 

weekend festivities.  To discuss sponsorship and giving oppor-

tunities, contact Petrosian at 530 -582-9273 or 

Mel@TahoeMaritime.org.  

Artist Rendition of Completion  

ñOur specific target date is 
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Executive Director Bill Kraus.  


